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Of Cabbages and Kings:
Reviews of Books for Children
by Bena Hartman, Julie Kayganich, Sean Kottke, Kathleen Plond,
Nicole Podsiadlik, Katie Rener, Kristina Rouech,
and Rhonda Turner
Arion, P. (2013). Fantastic frogs. New York, NY: Scholastic. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0-545-57271-2. (Paperback); $3.99.
This nonfiction book for developing readers will teach the reader all about frogs. Learn where frogs live,
how their bodies work and how they escape predators. Learn about what frogs eat and how they move
and find out how people are helping frogs all around the world. New vocabulary words are balded and
encircled for the reader. By visiting the website listed on the back cover readers can download free digital
activities to go with the book. -KP

Bridges, S.Y. (2013). Mary Wrightly, so politely. (Ill. by Maria Monescillo). New York, NY: HMH Books
for Young Readers. 22 pp. ISBN 978-0547342481. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Mary Wrightly knows her manners and always minds her P's and Q's. She is a quiet girl who never tries
to draw too much attention to herself and always, always, always remembers to say 'Tm sorry", even
when something isn't necessarily her fault. Read along as Mary uses her manners in a variety of situations
and learns how sometimes it is just as important to speak up for yourself, as it is to use your manners.
This story is suitable for younger students, both who struggle to use their manners and who may be a tad
too shy to stand up for themselves at times. By the end of the story, students will have a refresher on
manners and will be walking away saying, "Excuse me, pardon me, thank you!" -JK
Brown, J. (2013). Jedi academy. New York, NY: Scholastic. 160 pp. ISBN
978-0-545-50517-8. (Hardcover); $12.99.
Like Luke Skywalker, Roan Novachez dreams of bigger things after primary
school than a life as a farmer on Tatooine. Hoping to follow in his father and
older brother's footsteps at the Republic's Pilot Academy Middle School, he is
initially disappointed when his application is rejected, and he's offered a spot
at the Jedi Academy. Leaving his home planet for the far off Coruscant, Roan
comes under the tutelage of Master Yoda, and soon uncovers hidden talents
that open up a new universe of possibilities for him ... if only he can figure
out how to lift objects using the Force! In Darth Vader and Son and Vader's
By NtwYork7imes bestse\111'9
Little Princess, Jeffrey Brown displayed a flair for whimsical comedy in single
Jeffrey Browl'I
panel cartoons involving iconic Star Wars characters, and in this winning
book for middle school readers, Brown proves equally adept at weaving an
engaging, multi-textual story in his unique corner of the Star Wars universe. Presented as a journal of
Roan's first year at the Jedi Academy, the story develops through handwritten diary entries (with bonus
illustrations), multi-panel comic strips of Roan's adventures, and "found" objects like flyers, school newspapers (featuring Roan's own contribution, the comic strip "Ewok Pilot"), report cards, posters, letters
from home and Roan's doodles and class notes, paper-clipped into his journal. The Dark Side of the
Force is barely mentioned, making this entry in the canon of Star Wars stories a bright, optimistic slice of
• u+l,or
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tween life a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away. Fans of Brown's earlier Star Wars books, as well as of
the Captain Underpants and Wimpy Kid series, will find much to enjoy here, and teachers will celebrate
the opportunities it presents young readers to engage their abilities to explore a story across multiple text
forms. - SK
Callery S. (2013). Titanic: Disaster at Sea. New York, NY: Scholastic. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0-545-57272-9.
(Paperback); $3.99.
Learn about the greatest ship ever built, the Titanic. Learn what life was like on board the ship and why
it was felt that the ship was unsinkable. This account includes quotes from seven-year-old survivor Eva
Hart and facts about the ship. View pictures from the ship Titanic. New vocabulary words are balded
with their definitions. Follow the time line from the first ice berg warning to the Titanic's last SOS call.
Think about it questions encourages the reader to consider how Titanic's crossing could have changed if
another course of action had been taken. Visit the website to download free digital activities to go with
the book. -KP
Carnavas, P. (2013). The children who loved books. Tulsa, OK: EDC Publishing. 29pp. ISBN 978-1-61067-145-3. (Hardcover); $11.99.
Lucy and Angus don't have much, but they have filled their home to overflowing with books. The books must go! Things aren't the same without
the books, there is a lot of empty space, both in the home and in the family. One afternoon Lucy brings a book home from the library. Dad begins to read and the family realizes that they need to have books in their
lives. The family learns the importance of books and how books can
bring us together. -KP

The Children Who

L ve B k
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Chernesky, F.S. (2013). Pick a circle, gather squares: A fall harvest ofshapes. (Ill. by Susan Swan).
Chicago, IL: Albert Whitman & Company. 28pp. ISBN 978-0-8075-6538-4. (Hardcover);
$16.99.
Shapes are everywhere. Join Daddy and his children as they take a hayride out to the pumpkin patch on
a beautiful October day. As they ride along the children look for different shapes. In this concept book
look for hexagons in honeycombs and chicken wire, triangular pie pieces, wagon wheel circles, diamond
kites in the sky, oval eggs and more real world shapes. -KP
Chorao, K. (2013). Bad boy, good boy. New York, NY: Abrams Books for Young Readers. 32 pp. ISBN
978-1-4197-0520-5. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Sam is constantly being called a, "bad boy" for his quick and carless actions. Running like the wind, he
whorls around the backyard leaving a little bit havoc as he goes. Sam needs to learn that if he pauses to
think for a moment, he can make a good choice that won't negatively impact others. When he finds his
friend, Olivia, crying will we see that his quick and careless actions had a purpose? What happens when
we make good choices that are misunderstood? What happens when no one sees us make good choices?
This intriguing read is a great book to use to inspire conversations about good choices and the paths we
take to accomplish our goals. Broken down into small chapters, this book is brimming with illustrations
and brilliant lessons. -KR
Collins, S. (2013). Year ofthe jungle: Memories .from the home .front. (Ill. by James Proimos). New York,
NY: Scholastic Press. 32pp. ISBN 978-0-545-42516-2. (Hardcover); $17.99.
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Year ofthe jungle by Collins is a touching memoir of the year her dad was deployed to Vietnam. Suzy
spends the year participating in typical six-year-old activities, like first days of school and holidays, while
waiting for postcards from her Dad. Even though it is specifically about Vietnam, it would serve as a
conversation starter for any young child who is separated from someone they love. The story comes full
circle by beginning an ending with Suzy sitting on her Dad's lap listening to her favorite poetry. The text
would also work well as mentor text for elementary students writing memoirs. -K. Rouech

Dominguez, A. (2013). Maria had a little llama: Maria tenia una llamita.
New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company. 28 pp. ISBN 978-08050-9333-9. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Mary is a character in children's literature who is most well known for her little lamb. However, have you heard of Maria and her little llama, whose fleece
was white as snow? If not, vamos (come on!) and check this book out to follow Maria and her llama around for a day. Dominguez details a beautiful
twist on a classic story that is sure to be a new favorite. A Spanish native,
Dominguez finds a way to incorporate not only her style of writing but also
her heritage into this story by providing Spanish text to mirror the English
text found on each page. She is another terrific illustrator working to make
her own words come to life and tell us this story not only through her text but also through her own artwork. Some other recent works of Dominquez's are "Let's Go, Hugo!" and "Santiago Stays". Children will
be sure to enjoy this new tale about Maria, who 'tenia una llamita'(had a little llama). -NP
Engle, M. (2013). Mountain dog. New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company. (Ill by. Aleksey & Olga
Ivanov). 224 pp. ISBN 978-0-8050-9516-6 (Hardcover); $16.99.
If you're searching for a book told from both a human and a canine perspective, your search is over.
Engle's Mountain Dog tells the tale of eleven-and-a-half-year-old Tony and a search and rescue dog
named Gabe by juxtaposing boy-dog narration in alternating chapters. Tony's chapters are sad and
gloomy, but Gabe's are upbeat and full of life. For instance, Tony narrates his unhappy journey from Los
Angeles to Sierra Nevada to live with his Uncle Tio because his mother is sent to prison for dog fighting.
In turn, Gabe narrates his newfound dog love for Tony when he moves in. The narration flips to Tony's
visit with his mother in jail. The event is countered with Gabe who wants to play, sniff, run, and sniff
some more. This type of narrator turn-taking occurs across the book. In the end, Tony deals with his
grief and adapts to his new surroundings with help from Uncle Tio, a new friend who encourages Tony
to start a blog, and Gabe's playful antics. The sparse text combined with no dialogue makes the story fly
by. The books poetic story line also moves the narration along at a steady pace. The delightful illustrations create a harmonious blend and invite the reader to linger on the page. It's an ideal story for a read
aloud or silent reading for grades three through six. The book lends itself to classroom discussions about
dog fighting, loneliness, abandonment, fear, working dogs, friendships, and found happiness. -BH
Galbraith, B. (2013). Once upon a balloon. (Ill. by Isabelle Malenfant). Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada: Orea Book Publishers Ltd. 32 pp. ISBN 978-1459803244. (Hardcover); $19.95.
This story about a lost balloon will take students on a journey to the Windy City, where Zeke, Theo's
older brother, says all lost balloons travel. The colorful and original illustrations by Isabelle Malenfant
will keep students mesmerized as they learn more and more about the two brothers featured in the story
and the man who keeps track of all of these lost balloons. An imaginative story with creative and quirky
details told through the eyes of a child, is one that students will not forget. -JK
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Gigliotti, J. (2013). I am Roberto Clemente ('1 Am" book series, book #8). New York, NY: Scholastic. 128
pp. ISBN 978-0545533812. (Paperback); $5.99.
Norwich, G. (2013). I am George Lucas ('1 Am" book series, book #7). New York, NY: Scholastic. 128 pp.
ISBN 978-0545533799. (Paperback); $5.99.
This biographical chapter book series from Scholastic exposes elementary students to a variety of prominent people in society; from sports players, to scientists, to filmmakers and other historical heroes. This
series contains a number of nonfiction text features, such as a glossary, index, and table of contents, in an
easy to use way, helping students get better acquainted with nonfiction texts on their own. The language,
illustrations, and explanations of chronological events allow students to easily understand the important
aspects of that particular person's life. This series would be extremely useful to students as reference material for reports and projects or to help ease a student out of their comfort genre in reading and into a
nonfiction tide. -JK
Gonyea, M. (2013). The spooky box. New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company. 26pp. ISBN 978-08050-8813-7. (Hardcover); $14.99.
It starts with a knock at the door and a spooky box. What is inside the box? Use your imagination and
make a guess. It could be something scary or maybe it's not. What do you think is in the box? Are you
brave enough to open it? With black, orange and white pictures this story is sure to get the reader ready
for Halloween. -KP
Harris, R.H. (2013). When lions roar. (Ill. by Chris Raschka). New York, NY: Orchard Books. 32pp.
ISBN 978-0-545-11283-3. (Hardcover); $16.99.
In When Lions Roar, Harris has created a wonderful tale of the bravery of a young child through the use
of repetitive text. Exquisite watercolors by Chris Raschka add depth to the story with simple primary
colors. The story opens with text and illustrations showing a young child experiencing the noise of the
world and then gives way to quiet and peaceful activities. It is a good reminder to slow down and enjoy
the little moments of each day. -K. Rouech
Heshka, R. (2013). Welcome to robot town. New York, NY: Henry Holt and
Company. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0-8050-8874-8. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Greetings and" Welcome to Robot Town", a new and futuristic town that is waiting beyond the cover of this colorful book. Start flipping through this story and
soon you will see that a day in Robot Town isn't that different from a day had
by you and me! In Robot Town everyone has a special job, and (oh no!) there is
even a 'Robot School' (pg. 9-1 O) that all robot children must go to. Heshka
does a brilliant job describing this cool town and his robotic artwork will have
you wonderstruck page by page. Heshka is a Canadian native, but has made
quite a name for himself all over the United States and is going to continue to
please the mechanical minds of children all over with " Welcome to Robot Town".
So come and follow our new robot friends on this cybernetic journey through Robot Town- but don't forget
to take your oil bath and recharge at the end of the trip! -NP
Himmelman, J. (2013). Katie and the puppy next door. New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company. 32
pp. ISBN 978-0805094848. (Hardcover); $16.99.
"Woof" can mean so many things. For Katie, it can mean, "MY food" and, "HER squeaky toy." When
the puppy next door, Ruby, comes to her house, Katie's calm world and her possessions are turned upside-down. Their first visit ended with hard feelings and Sara Ann, Katie's owner, is optimistic that Katie
Spring 2014, Vol. 46, No. 2
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and Ruby's next visit will end on a more positive note. On their second encounter, will Katie's grumbling, "Woof, woofs" continue? Or will she learn a lesson about sharing and getting along? -KR
Larson, K. (2013). Duke. New York, NY: Scholastic. 225 pp. ISBN 978-0-545-41637-5. (Hardcover);
$16.99.
Duke is written through the eyes of a boy growing up during World War II. With his father off to war,
serving as a B-24 fighter pilot, Hobie feels pressured to do his part to contribute to the war effort. Persuaded by a Dogs for Defense recruiter, Hobie bravely decides to volunteer his dog and best friend,
Duke. Filled with remorse, he now feels he's made a big mistake and wants him back. Larson captures
the nostalgic era of the 1940's where radio, baseball, family gatherings, true friends and Black Jack gum
form the life of a typical, middle-class 10 year old. -RT
Long, G., & Edmundson, C. (2013). Yeti, turn out the light! (Ill. by Wednesday Kirwan). San Francisco,
CA: Chronicle Books. 36 pp. ISBN 978-1452111582. (Hardcover); $12.99.
This quirky tale about a seemingly menacing beast, the Yeti, takes children on an exploration of a topic
that many may be familiar with - being afraid of the dark! Read along as Yeti explores the difference in
turning on the lights when something spooky-looking appears. Being in the dark isn't so scary at all. .. especially when your friends are there to make you feel comfortable and right at home. The colorful illustrations in this book and humorous topic allow children to laugh about incidents they may have had
themselves at bedtime. Just like Yeti is finally able to catch a few much needed zzzzz's by the end of the
book, children may be able to as well. Nightlights needed, no more! -JK
MacCarone, G. (2013). The three bears ABC: An alphabet book. (Ill. by Hollie Hibbert). Chicago, IL: Albert Whitman & Company. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0807579046. (Hardcover); $16.99.
A new spin on a classic tale. Bears and portage galore, this retelling of Goldilocks and the three bears is
bound to connect with seasoned and new readers. Charming illustrations fill the pages and capture the
readers' attention as they flow throughout the story. During this tale, we meet Goldilocks and witness
her encounter with the three bears. Even though she doesn't expect to find any trouble, Goldilocks makes
her way into the bear's home and begins exploring. Finding her in their home startles the bears, as does
all of the evidence of her exploration of their home. Goldilocks jumps up in a fright after opening her
eyes to three bears hovering over her. Humorous and timeless, this wonderful tale will take you on a walk
down memory land and open up the doors of reading to new eyes and ears. -KR
Montgomery, H. (2013). Wild discoveries: ~cky new animals. New York,
NY: Scholastic. 64 pp. ISBN 978-0-545-47767-3. (Paperback);
$6.99.
This book is chock-full of slimy, venomous, spineless, creepy crawly, slithering animals, many of which people have never seen before, and possibly never
will-aside from the pages. Divided into six sections-Rain Forests, Oceans,
Islands, Mountains, Wacky Places, and Kids in Action-each part highlights
an animal that is new to science. Basic facts about these new animals are
listed in the sidebar of each page. The facts include the animal's scientific
name, its role in nature, its size, and where it was discovered. Your practice
test: What is the scientific name for Giant Whip Scorpion? Give up? Thelyphonoides panayensis. Try saying that three times fast. It's two inches long and was discovered in the
Philippines. Its role in nature: to be a carnivore in the food chain. The books text is whimsical and
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large. It almost leaps off the page. Just enough text to engage even the most reluctant reader. The photos of the animals are close-ups. So close, you can practically count the number of spikes, dots, swirls,
and bumps on their bodies. Beware of your step! Readers in grades second through fourth will be inspired to read the Kids in Action section; it highlights the work of a young future scientist. Who knows?
Perhaps it could be them one day. A glossary rounds out the final section of the book. This book is a
welcome informational classroom resource. -BH
Peyo. (2013). The aerosmurf New York, NY: Papercutz. 56 pp. ISBN 978-159707-426-1. (Paperback); $5.99.
Peyo. (2013). The Smurfi' Christmas. New York, NY: Papercutz. 56 pp. ISBN
978-1-59707-451-3. (Paperback); $5.99.
The Smurfs have enchanted generations of children worldwide since first appearing in the comics of Peyo (the pen name of Belgian artist and storyteller
Pierre Culliford) in 1958. In his lifetime, Peyo created 17 albums of Smurfs
comics, and to coincide with the Smurfs' recent resurgence in popularity on
the big screen, Papercutz has been releasing fresh translations of Peyo's original Smurf albums. The two newest albums each contain six 8-page stories,
featuring Papa Smurf, Smurfette, Brainy Smurf, Jokey Smurf and their blue
brethren in magical adventures with ogres, dragons, enchanted snowmen,
Santa Claus and, of course, their erstwhile arch-nemeses Gargamel and his cat
Azrael. The stories contained in these two albums range from trickster tales to
fables emphasizing community values, with bright, engaging artwork that
achieves a good deal of visual storytelling. This is an especially important feature of these books' appeal for young readers, because the caption and dialogue text is frequently characterized by low-frequency words that may
challenge many middle school readers, let alone primary grade students. For
example, one story in The Aerosmuifcontains brochette, sarsaparilla, anti-inflammatory, firebreak and Aeolus, while the next story features hovel gluttony
and petrification. The Smurfs comics would thus serve much bettef as texts
for shared reading experiences with pre- and early readers than for independent reading, as children can construct the story from visual cues and the aural
guidance of an adult reader, rather than become frustrated with occurrences of advanced vocabulary. The
frequent substitution of smuiffor content words in the Smurfs' dialogue could also pose either an entertaining doze exercise for young readers or a mildly frustrating nonsense word decoding task, depending
on the level of expert guidance provided. Papercutz's reissuing of Peyo's original albums therefore preserves the charm of a notable period in the history of comics for a new generation, in a format best
suited for sharing across generations. - SK

Quinlan, D. (2013). Rick Hansen: A life in motion. Brighton, MA: Fitzhenry & Whiteside. 72 pp. ISBN
978-1-55455-195-8. (Hardcover); $22.95.
This book is the quintessential reason for why one should not judge a book by its cover. Once past the
unimaginative front cover-even the back cover is more aesthetically appealing-you'll find an inspirational story about Rick Hansen's struggle to overcome the physical, emotional, and psychological injuries
procured when a truck accident left him paralyzed from the waist down at age fifteen. Quinlan recounts
the independent life Rick led before the accident, the painful, almost unbearable years immediately following the accident, to his struggle to rebuild a new life well after the accident. Once Rick decided that
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he would not allow people to limit him to his disability he moved on and never looked back. So determined to make something out of his life he became active in Paralympic and wheelchair sports, and then
became the first person to wheel around the world. A timeline of Rick's achievements, his numerous
awards and appointments, and a bibliography are included in the book. This well-paced autobiography
is fueled by lots of pictures of Rick's family, friends, and acquaintances. Upper elementary and middle
school readers will be in awe of the sheer grit and determination Rick displayed to get his life back after
the accident. I would definitely include Rick Hansen's name on a list with other people who achieved
greatness in the face of adversity: Jesse Owens, Sudha Chandran, Wilma Rudolph, Frida Kahlo, Helen
Keller, Bethany Hamilton, Stephen Hawking, Jim Thorpe, and the like. -BH
Rose, D.L. (2013). The spelling bee before recess. (Ill. by Carey F. Armstrong-Ellis). New York, NY: Abrams Books for Young Readers.
32 pp. ISBN 978-1419708473. (Hardcover); $15.95.
Strike, you're out! "The Slugger" correctly spelled the word you misspelled! This fast-paced book features a variety of interesting words for
students to listen to and try to spell throughout the story. The rhyme
scheme - which will remind students of the poem, "The Night Before
Christmas" - adds a fun factor to a sometimes anxiety-driven and much
dreaded event by some students, the school spelling bee! The main character takes on a baseball player persona, known to other students as "The Slugger". Throughout the
book, his baseball references help to move the story along, adding a similar suspenseful feeling of that of
a real baseball game. This story may help students become more interested in having a spelling bee of
their own in the classroom, as well as open up a discussion about sportsmanship and being a good loser,
as well as a good winner. -JK
Seeger, L. V. (2013). Bully. New York, NY: Roaring Book Press. 32pp. ISBN 978-1-59643-630-5.
(Hardcover); $16. 99.
Bully is the story of a young bull who is rejected by an older bull, then takes it out on the other animals.
When rabbit, chicken, and turtle approach him to play he responds cruelly to each one. Then, one brave
goat stands up to Bully and makes him realize he is being a bully. Seeger's bold illustrations and text help
to tell the story by showing Bully grow in size as his meanness grows. A heartfelt apology and an invitation to play shrinks Bully back down to normal size and turns things around. The text offers a wonderful opportunity to discuss the timely issue of bullying with young readers pre-K through first grade. -K.
Rouech

Simon, S. (2013). Extreme oceans. San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books. 60 pp. ISBN 978-1452108339.
(Hardcover); $16.99.
From dangerous animals to stormy seas, Extreme oceans is sure to capture young reader's interests. Packed
with information and detailed photographs, this revealing read is spaced out well to allow young readers
to take in bits-and-pieces of information as they explore through the books pages. This wonderful read
also contains information about weather phenomenon's and different climates as they pertain to the
oceans. From the casual reader to the student looking to uncover information for a project, this educational and exciting read is sure to delight. -KR

Slonim, D. (2013). Patch. New York, NY: Roaring Book Press. 32 pp. ISBN 978-1-59643-643-5.
(Hardcover); $15.99.
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They say that dog is man's best friend. Well, have you ever had a best friend, fuzzy and four-legged or
otherwise? If you have, then you will be able to relate to the bond that Patch and his owner have. Join
these two friends on three different adventures all compiled into one hardcover book. Slonim not only
captures the pure essence of having this kind of companion with his words, but also nails the childish excitement and joy through his captivating illustrations. Winner of 17 children's book honors, including
the "NY Times Top Ten Children's Books of the Year", Slonim is sure to continue to please with this latest story. He is not only the author of many children's books but also illustrates for himself and many
other well-known writers such as Susan Pearson. Whether it is forgetting to not chase the rabbits, a bad
case of the fleas, or stage fright at a big contest, Patch and his owner will always have each other's backsno matter what. -NP
Spires, A. (2013). Binky: License to scratch. Toronto, ON, Canada: Kids Can
Press. 64 pp. ISBN 978-1-55453-963-5. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Have you ever suspected cats of having a secret agenda that they carry out
when humans' backs are turned? Would you believe, as Maxwell Smart might
ask, they're really agents of an international organization of pets dedicated to
protecting humans and their "space station" houses from hostile "alien" insects and other pests? That's the premise of Ashley Spires' Binky Adventures,
an engaging series of graphic novels for young readers, featuring "space cats"
Binky and Gracie and their dog cadet Gordie. While trying to escape from a
kennel in which their vacationing humans have deposited them, the three intrepid agents of Pets of the Universe Ready for Space Travel (or P.U.R.S.T)
uncover a sinister collaboration between the duplicitous feline Professor Tuffy and an army of evil bees.
Filled with whimsical onomatopoeia, simple captions and a visual style that efficiently conveys the story's
action and physical comedy, License to Scratch will appeal to children with a wide range of independent
reading levels, as well as older readers who will enjoy the book's invocation of action and espionage film
conventions. - SK
Stevens, J., & Crummel, S.S. (2012). Find a cow now! (Ill. by Janet Stevens). New York, NY: Holiday
House. 29pp. ISBN 978-0-8234-2912-7. (Paperback); $6.99.
Dog wakes up from his nap and he needs to move. He tries to herd rugs and chairs. Bird, tired of the
entire ruckus Dog is making, tells Dog that he needs to find a cow now! Dog goes to the country to find
a cow. Once in the country Dog finds a chicken, a pig, and a donkey. Will he find a cow? Follow Dog
on his adventure to find a cow. Will Dog find a cow and how will he get back home? -KP
Tobin, J. (2013). The very inappropriate word. (Ill. by Dave Coverly). New York, NY: Henry Holt and
Company. 36 pp. ISBN 978-0-8050-9474-9. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Join Michael on his quest for words-any words: big words, small words, new words, old words, he will
take them all! Michael loves learning new words and using them whenever he can, especially at school.
But what happens when Michael learns an inappropriate word and tries to use this new and very inappropriate word out loud? Tobin and Dave Coverly, illustrator and Michigan native, do a wonderful job at
telling this creative story with cartoon-style artwork that fits each new word in this story to the tee. This
story is sure to make you smirk, and you might even learn some new words along the way! -NP
Viau, N. (2013). Look what I can do. (Ill. by Anna Vojtech). New York, NY: Abrams Books for Young
Adults. 32 pp. ISBN 978-1419705298. (Hardcover); $16.95.
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"Look at me" is a common phrase adults hear kids say. From trying something new to finally accomplishing a goal, this sweet read celebrates trying your best and being proud of what you have worked hard to
do. Set in a forest, readers are allowed a glimpse into the different abilities animals have that they have
worked hard to accomplish. Though, "It's not easy to leave the nest. I flap my wings, I try my best" says
the little bird. All throughout the forest animals are trying their hardest. This colorful and charismatic read
is a charming reminder that hard work and patience is a necessity in life. The wise old owl says it best,
"Keep trying on your own. Be proud today. Have fun and play. In time you will be grown." -KR
Yum, H. (2013). This is our house. New York, NY: Farrar Straus Giroux
Books for Young Readers. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0-374-37487-7.
(Hardcover); $16.99.
A young girl tells us about her family home in this delightful picture
book. The house that she grows up in is the same house that her mother
grew up in, the same house that her grandparents moved into when they
arrived in this country from far away. The street her mom learned to
walk on is the same street that she learned to walk on. The steps are the
same, the stairs are too. With little text the house becomes a home. -KP

Reviewer's Spotlight: Health in Literacy

by Katie Rener
Nutrition, fitness, as well as physical and emotional health are all important features to our growing students today. There are an abundance of books that are designed to help students understand aspects of
their changing body for both their physical and emotional state. There are a variety of books available on
the topic of health that presents a wealth of information to students in a friendly and sometimes humorous manner. As change and development can sometimes be a cautious subject, these books (as recommended below) are a wonderful resource for students to explore independently or to go through with a
parent/adult. Some aspects can also be relatable to an educational topic, such as proper nutrition for
growing bodies, and therefore can be shared as a class lesson. These resources can help build upon a students knowledge of biology and the working of the human body. Other topics, such as fitness, can be approached in a fun and creative way. Teachers can incorporate physical activities into their classrooms or
host a yoga session during class for a few minutes of stretching before or after a test. Learning about fitness, nutrition, and the working of the human body can be a great tool for students. Not only will they
better understand the changes happening to them and their peers, but also they can be knowledgeable
about how to properly take care of their bodies. Some wonderful health resources include:
Bryant, R. (2012). The book ofthe human body: 50 questions and all the answers. New York, NY: Kingfisher. 64 pp. ISBN: 978-0753469774. $7.99.
This creative compellation of facts is presented in a manner truly befitting a child's curiosity. Friendly
verbiage. Eye catching illustrations. A wealth of knowledge. With questions relating to why people snore
to the digestive system, this book is packed with facts and fun artwork. Children will be intrigued by
some questions they never thought to ask and will undoubtedly walk away with an abundance of knowledge after exploring the pages of Bryant's collection of facts.
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Green, D. (2012). Human body factory: The nuts and bolds ofyour insides!New York, NY: Kingfisher. 48
pp. ISBN: 978-0753468081. (Hardcover); $16.99.
This is the book that will make children stop, look, and listen to all of the amazing features the human
body possesses. Bursting with facts and illustrations children will love to peruse the pages of Green's educational creativity. Journey through the pages as each section of the human body is explored and inspected by mini scientists, scuba divers, construction workers, and doctors. Children may even equate
some of the pages to the Where's Waldo?books. From the tiniest hair follicle to the approximate 650
muscles in the body, a multitude of facts are brightly laid out for children to uncover. Green has also included a resourceful glossary as well as a pullout poster of the human body. This would be a great source
for any classroom and would be sure to peek a child's curiosity.
Guber, T., & Kalish, L. (2005). Yoga pretzels: 50 fan activities for kids & grownups. (Ill. by S. Fatus).
ASIN: B001TJYP20. Cambridge, MA: Barefoot Books. $14.99.
This fun and interactive package of informative cards combines yoga concepts with games, balance exercises, and breathing. Yoga Pretzels allows you to create the right type of yoga for you and your kids. Divided into nine sections, individuals can choose different cards, such as "bear breath" to promote rest and
balance; this card tells students that, "In winter, bears hibernate in caves, sleeping peacefully. Discover
your own peace and balance with this special breath." Also included on the back of the card are the steps
to taking this position including sitting up tall, breaking through your nose, repetition, etc. Another example is the "Yogi says" game card. When this card is chosen, the students choose a leader and follow
them in different yoga poses, similarly to "Simon says." This pack of fun would be a great addition to a
classroom so that students can do different activities with their primary teacher, gym teacher, or choose
from as an activity during indoor recess.
Jacobs, J. (2012). The peanut pickle: A story about peanut allergy. (Ill. by J. Roslyn). New York, NY: Skyhorse Publishing. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-1616086725. (Hardcover) $14.95.
Peanut allergies are sometimes difficult for young students to understand; through this story Ben explains his peanut allergy. This simple and informative story is also explanatory to students coping with a
peanut allergy. Ben shows readers that peanuts are everywhere and he, and anyone else with a peanut allergy, needs to be careful. He instructs readers how they can be proactive in preventing ingestion of
peanuts through simple steps such as reading food labels, not accepting food without parents approval,
and having an emergency ingestion plan, etc. Whether this is a resource for parents, students, or someone coping with an allergy, this sweet and encouraging story shows that life with a peanut allergy can be
manageable and just as fun.
Johnson, R. (2013). Your digestive system. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner. 40 pp. ISBN: 978-1580139601.
$8.95.
Lerner Publishing has created a series of books targeted at explaining the functioning of the human body
called "How does body work?" This kid friendly series explains the working of the body through
straightforward language, photographs, x-rays, and creative illustrations. In this work, focusing on the digestive system, Johnson follows food throughout the body and explains how it is used as fuel, changed
into nutrients, and goes throughout the body. A glossary of terms further helps students comprehend
simple and advanced words used throughout the text. This is a great resource for students to independently explore or use as a reference to further explore the topic of the human body. Johnson has also provided a reference page for students with books and websites to encourage them to learn more. Other
tides in this series include: Your Circulatory System, Your Digestive System, Your Muscular System, Your
Nervous System, Your Respiratory System, and Your Skeletal System.
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